Epidemiology of Staphylococcus aureus bacteremia in Denmark.
The number of Staphylococcus aureus bacteremia cases has increased annually in Denmark during the latest decades. This increase has occurred among older patients with hospital-acquired bacteremia. Methicillin-resistance, which earlier was a property of strains of the 83A phage-complex, has nearly disappeared, while the frequency of penicillin-resistance has increased. Today both the phage-type pattern and antibiotic resistance are nearly similar for strains from hospital-acquired and community-acquired cases. In hospitals the frequency of bacteremia after postoperative wound infections has decreased, while cases associated with intravascular catheters has increased, and these infections are now the most common cause of hospital-acquired S. aureus bacteremia. Endocarditis is most commonly found in community-acquired cases without an identified primary focus in patients between 21-50 years. Also hematogenous osteomyelitis is most common in community-acquired cases, but these infections have changed to having a high predilection for the vertebral column, and the prevalence of chronic cases has decreased.